In the earliest days of the establishment of European justice in India several paths were open, and when the Island of Bombay was given to Charles II of England as part of the dowry of Catherine of Braganza it was for long uncertain what arrangements should be made for that very curious territory. The Portuguese had, of course, long experience of Goa, and when they transferred Bombay to the English the Portuguese, and Portugal-derived inhabitants continued, to a great extent, to govern themselves, in regard to disputes, by their own system: for the phrase 'Portuguese Chamber' which we come across can have no other meaning.
conclusions of each, and to put the poor man into a perspective perhaps a little more informative than that in which he now stands.
Dr. John St John was the first Englishman to hold the English King's Commission to act as judge in India. His experience was a miserable failure. It is of interest to see why that was so, and to speculate what could have been done to avoid the fiasco.
Let us start at the beginning. In 1698 he described himself as being 'aged about 40 years". Since it ought to have been possible to produce evidence of the date of his baptism one wonders why greater precision was not used. It could be that since he was born during the interregnum the register was not adequately kept or was lost after the Restoration of the monarchy. I am going to presume, until evidence to the contrary turns up, that he was born in 1655, i.e. that he was 43 in 1698. In the year 1698 he described himself as of Exeter College, Oxford3. There is no record of his having graduated at Oxford, and I shall presume that he was entered at the College, but did not pursue his studies there. It is likely that he entered after leaving school, say at the age of 17, i.e. in 1672. What would make him leave Oxford? Perhaps he was sent to Leyden by a relative of the same name who knew all about Leyden as a home from home for English students? Our John is said to have studied at Leyden.
In the register of English students who graduated at Leyden which is professedly incomplete because of the difficulty in identifying all English names in their Leyden dress, there appears the name of one John St John, admitted on the 19th June 1637. Being roughly 35 years senior to our John this man was probably an uncle. We know the name of our John's father, Thomas St John, Esquire, of Melchbourne, Bedfordshire. Our John's connections are mostly with Bedfordshire. It so happens that the Bedfordshire St Johns are of the family of Baron St John of Bletsoe, Bedfordshire. Perhaps a little should be said about this family. As an arm-bearing family its pedigree, that is to say the descent through the male line of the members of the family bearing the principal quarterings, has received attention from heralds from time to time. Naturally all branches of the family are not shown. In this family, in several of its branches, the names Oliver, John, and Nicholas alternates. Oliver St John, b.1634, d. sine prole 18 March 16886 was the second Earl of Bolingbroke. On his death Paulet St John, Oliver's brother, succeeded him'. Both Earls patronised our John in turn.
Oliver was a distinguished man, but Paulet was a genuine lawyer8. Born before 1642 he was a member of Parliament for Bedford in 1663, 1679, again in that year, and in 1681. He was custos rotulorum for the county on 8th July, 1689; Recorder of
